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| And both HOUSES of 


PARLIAMENT 


OR theſe many years ſome have been put to Death, and many have 
dyed in Priſons, ſome haye been beat with Clubs, and ſhot at with Piſtols 
and Guns , and cut with Swords, and knockt down into Pools , and 
not long after have dyed ; atid tfiany have been kept in Priſon ſeveral 
dayes, without Straw or Meat, and almoft ſtarved ; And many have had their 
Goods ſpoyled and taken away from thera, to the Ruining of Them, their 


Wives ard Families 5 and above 'Three Thouſand ſuffered by mc 


Stockings and Whippings in the dayesof the Commonwealth, and of Olrver Crom- 
wel; and above Five Thouſand have ſuffered fince the Kjng came into England 
very great Afﬀitions and Impriſonments ; and about Seventy lye in Priſon, 
that were Committed in the dayes of Oliver , and the Commonwealth ; and - 
above Five Hundred are at prefent Priſoners, ſome in Dungeons, and fome lye 
without Straw, and ſome are not ſuffered to have Meat brought to them ; 
and alfo, divers are Committed-every week, And beſides, many other are 
their Cruel Sufferings, ſome of which are here preſented to your Conſideration, 
who have the Power to Remedy theſe things. 


Occinghamthire, Impriſoned Fifteen, fix of whom were taken out of a Meeting at 
'V UVpror, by Souldiers, with drawre Swords, who much abufed them, punching and beat- 
ing of theff ; And when they were brought to the Seſſions, the Juſtices faid they were not 


| there that Committed them, and 6 (lighted them ; and ſome of them they put in a Pit 


with Thieves, who pickt their Packets and took their Money from them, and violently 
pfuckr off their Coats, and forced Drink apori them, and ſwore, if they would not drink 
they would throw it in their faces,..and threatyed to fire their Beds * and this was all tote- 
r#red by the Goaler, who (as they ſaid) bid them doit; and this they did night after night. 
And the other Five are Impriſoned for Conference ſake, and not paying Tythes ; where they 
all rertiairi Priſoners. | 
Warwickſhire, Impriſoned Fourteen ; five, becauſe for Conſcience ſake they could not 
pay Tjthes, who own Chritt come ini the fleſh, the Everlaſting Prieffbeod, who ends the firſt 
chat rakes Tythes: And Two are caſt into Priſon for meeting rogether, waiting apon the Lord 
to worſhip hizs ; and others ſuffered for Conſcience fake rewards God : And'one Friend being 
bound to appear at the Affizes, did appear, and then was bid ge back ; and he demanded 
his Borid, fo the Judge bad him remember him to the reſt of his Brethren, and ſaid, The nexs 
Aſſizes he ſhould have bis Bond, with a Haltey about his Neck, And thus the Innocent is 
made a Prey upow: and all is, becauſe their minds and hearts are turned towards God, 
and for fearing, lovirg, and obey:ng him z and through thz prejudice of the Magiſtrates 
they kept do Blends in Priſon, though they were freed by the King's Proclamation. And 
Four Friends were at > Meeting at Strarford upory Avor, and being of another Town, the 
men (called. Juſtices) cauſed'theni robe #hipe, both men and women, and ſent away ; and. 
70 Two-others that wese at the fame Meeting, that beloriged to the Town, to be /ws= 
Frifones, $2 | | 
| A 2 Kent, 


4 

Rent, Impriſoned Ten ; ſome taken out of their peaceable Meetings, and ſome frem 
their /mployments, and are cruelly uſed ; And the Governour of Dover told Friends, the 
ſhould be kept cloſe, and none ſhould come at them, and that they ſhould take up their 
Proviſion at a Hole, and that was all the favour they ſhould have : And one Friend is put 
in a Hole where there is no Light-nor Air, but through three little holes in the Door ; and | 
hath nothing to lye on, but a little Straw, which hath lain there ſeveral moneths; ſome of 
which Friends are Tradeſmen, on whom many Families depend to be ſet to work by. 


Pembzookſhire, Eighteen preſented, for not going to the Steeple-houſe, and committed 
Cloſe Pritoners into a cloſe, narrow, naſty, ſtinking, cold Place, and the Goaler never 
once opened the Door for them fince they were put in, to have Conveniencies, but what | 
comes in through the hole of the Door. And the Judge gave aftti& Charge tothe Grand | 
Jury to-preſent all Friends in this County male and female, which accordingly was done, E 
nd, gave Charge to all Magiſtrates and Officers to break up their Meetings ; and fo it's 
like the Priſons will be filled very ſoon in that County, with the Innocent and ſuch as 
fear God : and ſome of theſe Friends are Husbandmen, and were taken away jult m the 
time of their Harveſt. , _ 3. 

Carmarthen , One Committed on the ſame Account by the ſame Judge, and was much 
abuſed in the Shire Hall. | 
 Shroplhire, One Committed for being at a Meeti»g, and though the Judge gave the 
Goaler a Charge that he might have the Liberty of the Priſon, and to let his Friends Come 
to him, yet the Goaler hath Cruelly beat him and ſuffered the Priſoners to beat him, and 
opt his Victualls that he hath been glad to pluck them up by a Cord at the Window; and 
th2!2 te remaines a Priſoner. | ; 

{3a1n:pſyire, In Portſmouth three are in Priſon ; and there Friends were Pluckt out of 
there Peaceable Meetings, and thruſt out of the Towne, and kickt and beat by Souldiers | 
with the great end of their Muskers, andre not ſuffered to work in Priſon, being Handy- 
crafts men ; Whereby they are like to be ruined for want of outwards ; and often their 
Wives aredenyed to bring them food ; and one went to viſitonein Priſon and they beat 
him, and caft him into Priſon alſo. And when Friends: laid theſe things before the 
Offcers, one of them ſaid he was reſolved to ruine Friends. | 
 'Dxfo2dſhire, Four in Priſon, becauſe for Conſcience ſake, they could not Pay Tythes ; 

Andat Banbury a peaceable Meeting was broken up by Souldiers under Col. Frettwel, who 
drew their ſwords and ſtruck and beat Friends, _ run one in the breaſt ; and a Seuldier 
with a legg of a Form beat and bruiſed ſeverall Friends ; and when they had pulled out Men 
Women and Children out of the Meeting , they beat them, and threatned to Kill 
ſome of them. FN 
- Wilthhire, Eighteen - feverall of them very poor Men, Ten of them were taken in a 
Friends back-fide, aftet a Meeting, by Souldiers, of whom Friends asked to ſee their Par- 
rat,but they drew their ſword, and ſaid; Thi zs our Warrant, and haled them away to one 
Captain La 6 who ſent them to Priſon without a XMirtimmm ; where they remain Priſoners : 
this Inſtant. _ 
- Cambzidgeſhire, Two Impriſoned for not paying Tythes, and Eleven for not going to | 
the Steeple-honſes, where they remain. x | AE 
- Glamozganſhire, Four Impriſoned, one of them haled out of a Meeting by Souldiers 
with Swords and Piſtols, and three of them becauſe they could not give Money to the 
Promooters; where they remain. 52 — 
- Merionethſhire, Four impriſoned, and had Irons put on them for not Swearing, and the 
rude people ſetupon them (when they were apprehended) with drawn Swords , threatning 
to kill them; and one threatned to knock them on the head with an Ax; the Jaylor took 
their Meat from them, and beat them, and made them goe ina very tempeftuous day xz 
Miles with Irons upon them ; and there being two Fidlers and a Piper Priſoners, in ſpight | | 
he” ſet them afidling and Piping between every two that were Chained together | | 
with Irons. | - PS | Fo Re | 

Mountgomerythire, Eight Impriſoned ; ſometimes they keep Water from them, and | 
often times keep their food from them, becauſe they will not have itof the Faylor, and they 
are in a Cold Roomin the Common Goale, where they lay fix - nights on the bare boards 
without Riraw , and then had a wadd of ſtraw allowed them ; And ſometimes are lockt up 


and . 
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If Pg, | 
and not faffered to po to'eaſe themſelves, bur are forced to doit where they lodge. Two of 
which were taken as they were rravellmg on the high way. | 

Herefo2dſhire, Friends being peaceably mer together in Hereford, to wait upon the 
Lord, the Mayor, Aldermes, and for;e Officers came into the eering-Room, and ſaid he 
would rouſe themup. Some of them ſaid, they were peaceably met together in the Fear of 
the Lord. He ſaid, he would have no more Meetings 1n the Fear of the Lord ; and ſo ſent both 
men and women to Priſon. 

One Friend was takenat Lemyfter and cartied to Hereford, and committed to Prifon by the 
Mayor of the City, where he had bars of Iron kept on his legs (which were about half an 
hundred weight) two dayes and one night, and was denyed to {end to his Friends ; and a 
Letter that he wrote to his Friends, being carried by a Friend to the Mayor, according to 
his Order ; he kept the Letter, and committed the Friend to Priſon that brought it. | 

 Ravnozſhire. Imprifoned Eight, being taken (as they were parting from a Meeting) by 
men who came with Swords and Staves, and threatned to drag ſome Friends at their Horſe 
tails ; and becauſe they were asked to-ſhew their Orders, one - Price drew out his Sword, 
and ſaid, there was his Order ; and ſtruck one Friend upon his Head, and cut his Hat al- 
moſt thorow : and feveral others they beat very cruetly,withoutmercy ; andbeing brought 
before a Juice , they were committed to Priſon, until they ſhould take the Oath of Alle- 
IANCE, . > 
Suffolk, Twenty Impriſoned : many of them committed for not going to the Pablick, 
Worlmp.: . 
0:nwel. Above Twenty Friends were taken (as they were going from a Meeting ) by 
Souldiers ; and they put the men (being Eighteen ) into a Dungeon, which was ſo little 
that half of them could not fit at 2 time, and had no Straw nor any thing to lye on : and 
the women were put into a little Room.in Pendenns Caſtle, and had not to much as Straw 
altowed them to lye on : And by a Warrant frem two Juſtices, as much Goods was taken 
from them as was worth 25 1. 18 s, for driving them from Priſon to Priſon, 


——— —_— SC . At. rt 4 tn th the 


Here followeth a Relation of ſome part of the Lamentable Sufferings and Havock, 
that 1 and hath been made of the People of God, by the oppreſſing Minifiers of 
England, be 


Sler,] John Adams of Hadſtock renting a Farm of Twenty ſeven pounds a year, the 
Prieft of Hadſtock demanded Tyrhes for the ſaid Farm for the year, 1659. and becauſe 
Fobws Adams could not for Conſcience ſake them, the Prieſt cauſed to be taken away 
from him in Goods, Cattel, and Horſes, to the value of Thirty eight pounds, and returned 
nothing again : And this was teſtifed under the hands of ſeveral Witnefles. 

In the ſame County, fohn Pollard of Steeple, renting a Farm of about 2001. a year Rent, 
according to former Cuſtom, Tythes were paid but for three parrs of the ſame, One Ar- 
miger claimed T ythes for three years for the taid Farm, -which amounted to 45 1. for three 
parts ; Which Johz Pollard for Conſcience ſake denying to pay, the ſaid Armger cauſed to 
be taken away from him Cows, Bullocks, and one Bull- to tn number of Eighty two in all; 
all which are valued ro be worth 3221. and returned nothing again : and hath kept the 
wr} cms Pollard and mis Brother in Priſon, in the Fleet and other Priſons, ſeveral years, 

efides. Z 

Suſller,] Nicholas Beard had taken from him by Robert Baker, Prieft of Rottingdean, 
for Fifty two pounds demanded for Tyrthes for two years, fourteen Oxen, fix Cows, and a 
Bull, worth x37 1. and nothing returned again : And in the year, 1660, the ſaid Baker 
came into N:cholas his Corn Fields, and took away whole Loads of Wheat and Barley, 
without ſetring out either Ninths or Tenths, and chooſed as he went, and ſometimes lefc 
none behind, but took all as if it had been his own: And becauſe Nicholas reproved him, 
he ſtruck him over the head with his Cane, in ſo much that his head was ſore ſeven or eight 
weeks after ; and he kept the ſaid Nzcholas a cloſe Priſoner in the year 1661, Twelve 


wecks, and fince removed him to the Kings Bench,. and demands Two hundred Pounds 
more for Tythes, | 


s Kent] 


3 (s), 
Kent. ].' Edward Noaks of Word, farmed Land at the rate of Eighty pounds a year, for 
one years Tythe had Goods taken from him to the value of an-hundred pounds, and was 


kept two years and an half in Priſon beſides, | Paxth? $95! 
And for about 706 1. o8s. 11d. demanded for Tythes of ſeveral other Friends, 


the Prieſt and others have taken Goods worth 30001, 03s...08d, and have often 
taken ten times more than their pretended due. Med Sg 


And there hath ſuffered Impriſonments, Stockings, Whippings, Loſs: Pe 
of Goods, and other abuſes ; for keeping a good Conſcience towards >3170 'Perſong. 
God and man, before the King came into Ergland — ———— 


And there remain yet Priſoners, that were committed in the dayes of EO 
the Commonwealth, and of Oliver and Richard Cromwel SEE ods , Perſons. 


And there hath dyed in Priſen in their dayes, through hard uſage dock 0032 Perſons. 


Meeting tegether, and Refuſing to go to the Publick #orſhip, and keeping > 5400 Perſons 


And there hath ſuffered Impriſonments, for Refuſing to Swear, and for | 
a good Conſcience towards God and man, fince the King came into E-gland \ 


0014 Perſons, 


And there hath dyed in Priſon (fince the King came 3») through m__ 
. and cruel uſage mr nmr mmm 
ya; 'In REL AND. ; i, 
For ſpeaking the Truth in Steeple-houſes and. Markets, and for not | | 
Swearing, and for keeping a goed. Conſcience ; there; have been. #hipr, Yo200 Perſons. 
Stockt, Impriſoned, F ined, and ſuffered loſs of their Gods  — ———— ) .. 


And there is at preſent in Priſon in Ireland, being taken out of a peace-\ _ | 
able Meeting in Cork,, and one other Meeting — Perſons. 


+ Nh. - In. SCOTLAND... 
For ſpeaking the Truth, and denying the Prieſts prattices, and for wot. 
Swearing, have been Impriſoned, Stocks, Whipt, and ſome Bamiſhed, to the Toogs Perſons. 


- number of — | | 
And'there are many in Priſon at om in Scotland, and Neceſlaries denied them, and 


their Fnends denied to viſit them ; but the certain number we know not at preſent. 


Su 


Here followeth an Account of Frue hundred and fifty two Perſons at preſent 
Priſoners im England, for good Conſcience ſake. 


V\/ abi —21 | Devonthire —— 03 Staffozdlhire—— 34 
' Comwel ——04 - Buckinghamſhire — 18 - Wozxcefterſhire — 97 
WarwickWire —I4 j-- Shzopſhire ———ox Hertfozdſhire 5O 
Somerletſhire— 26 Lancaſhire— 58 Derefozdſhire —- -15 
| Dopſethhire————07 | Leicefterſhire——o5 | HÞamphire —_ 
Glouceſterſhire 23 {| Darbyſhire ——— 03 Midvleſer 16 
Eſſex = —15 - | Cambzidgehhire —x3 | Ramnozſhice———o8 
Bedfo2dihire - 18 | Nottinghamlſhire— x05 -Pembzookſhire — —18 
_ Dxtfozdſhire ——OZ Duffolk 20 Glamozganhhire—-16 
© Pozkhhire - —-13 | = - - O2 CO =O - 
- Nozthamptonſhire—— 31 Noz os . ountgomerp O 
Lincoln — | Sullex —— — — 02 | Cumberland——-—<c 8 
MDerioneth-ſthire —— 04 . Rent———-—-—22 _ Huntingdonſhire —10 
4 Iſle of Wan—- 20 


Here 


EE] 


—_— 
—Y 


ere followeth a ſhort A ccount of the ſad $ ufferings of the People of God in 


the Forreign Plantations, 


N New England, Twenity fix Friends have been baniſhed on Pain of death; - . 
| Four have bzen Martyred. | ri of 
-. Three have had their Eares Cut. 

One hath been burned in the hand with the Letter H. + END 

Thirty one Perſons have received fix hundred and fifty tripes. 

One was beat while his body was like a Jelly. EONS 

Five Appeales made ts England , were denyed by Boftor Ralers. 

One thouſand Forty five pounds worth of Goods hath been taken from them ( being 
poor men) for Meeting together in the fear of the Lord , and for- keeping the Com- 
-mands of Chriſt, | | 7 

Late Sufferings in New England, 


Fobn Carryer, an Inhabitant in Boſfox, having a Wife and five *Children, was Whipt 
throw three Townes, having ten firipes in a Town, with a three-fold Cord-whip, with 
- knots at the endof it ; and for returning back to his Wife and Children, was Whipt throug 

three Townes againe, 2nd is now in Priſen, and is to be burned in the ſhoulder with 
the Letter R. OS 7 | 

And fix Inhabitants are now Priſoners in Boſfoy, 

And one is to lye in Priſon as longas he lives, by their Law. 

Anne Netdham, an Ivhabitant, a woman of good report, a Mother of Children, was whipt 
with ten ſtripes. | 35 ity 5 | EL, 

Thomas Harris, was whipt in Boſton with Ten ſtripes, 


George Wilſon was Whipt at a Carts taile through three Towns ,- Ten ſtripes at a 
Town, with a Horſe Whip. _ ns n Bs, 

Anne Barkgr was Whipt in Boſton Patent with many ſtripes, and ſhe and two more were 
put in the ſtocks. | = | | 
Peter Pearſon, and Fudith Brown, Innocent People , had both of them Forty aripes, 
Twenty ſtripes apiece. v1} E | 

Twenty-Eight Forced out of their Jurisdi&tion ; Some of them Whipt and were not ſuffe- 
red Husband and Wives to go to their Families and Children ; and if they did they were to 
be whipt out again at the Carts tayl. + 

And they drove Friends out of their JurisdiCtion into Plywouth JurisdiQion, and there 


they had a Law to whip them alſo, where George Wilſon and John Briſtow were whipt ſoon 


after with'rods, having Ten or a Eleven ſtripes a piece in Plymonth Patent, 

Robert Hodgſhon, was whipt alſo in the ſame Patent with Nine ftripes. 

HMary Parker was taken out of her own Houſe, and where Friends were met together, 
and fix more, and put in the ſtocks, and they were much abuſed, punched and halled; and 
they threw them in holes of water, in ſo much that the very I»d:ans Cryed ſhame of them. 

And when Friends ſhewed the Governours, the Kings Proclamation Concerning ſetting 
Friends at liberty, the Kings SubjeRts ; he ſaid in open Court to Robert Hodgſhon', that we 
were None of the Kings Subjeas ; Which Robert ſaid he would prove it by the Kings Procla- 
mation ; and then Dame! Denmſon, another Magiſtrate ſaid, that if the King ſent over any 
thing that we ſhould have our Liberty, he would Conkider of it, bnt he would dic at the Point 
of the Sword, he ſaid, before we ſhould have our Liberty. 

A cruel Marſhal took out of a Friends houſe, Cloathes worth Four pound, and afterward 
he took a Man out of his field in a rage, and ſet him in the Rocks all night. 


Goods taken for Fines, layd upon Friends for not going to the publick Worſhip. 


From Þbhn Small of Salews, a labouring man, when he was about to go to Plow, being fired 
Five ſhillings a day, had Goods taken worth fixteen pound, 5 
Taken from Robert Buffan on the ſame Account, 10 1, 


A 


| | ( 8 
A Horſe from” George Gardner, worth Ten GR 
From Joh» Southwick, for his Wife, Thirteen pounds, 
14 And fxom his Siſter (Provided ) in Cloaths. from her back, and one Cow, worth Eight 
Poiinds : and would have ſold her for a Bondſlave, if any would have bought her. | 
Damel Southwick they would have ſold for a Bondſlave, but no body would buy him ; ſo 
they attached his Houſe and Land, and threatned to put ina Tenant of their-own. 
Williavs Parker, for entertaining a Stranger, had a Cow taken from him worth 5 1. * 
Fohn Rogers, his Son and his Daughter, being fouud in a Neighbours houſe on the Firft 
Day, had a Cow took from them, worth 41. | 
Henry Holland, for having a Friend in his Houſe, and a Meeting, was fined 71. and for 
that he had three Cows taken from him worth 12 1. EO” | 
Arthur Howland, having a Meeting in his Houſe, had an Ox taken from him, worth 81. 
Fohn Smith, for entertaming ſvtnt of his Neighbors, was fined & had taken from him 2 1. 
2": \Takefi from Will.'Newlard;tor entertaining of Peter Pearſon, two Cows, worth about 10 1. 
- Taken from Peter Gawnt, for receiving George YV!ſon only ſo long a time while he did 
refreſh himſelf, two Cows, worth zol. . | 
Taken from Ralph Allez.one Cow, worth 5 1. 
Taken from Edward Perry one Ox, worth 7 1. 
: Taken from PViliam Gifford one Ox, worth 81. 


on _ Goods aken from Frients 'at Hatapton zz New-England, for Fines, 
From Will:am Marfi, for lodging of Winlock, Chriſtiſen and Joſeph Allen, he had taken 


indry Ginger and green Ginger, 51. | 
And from Eltak:m Wardal, for lodging Wintock, Chriſſon and Foſeph Allen, taken away a 
-Geldmg, worh 171, - ; EL. 
' And chey paid him part of the Overplas in the Ginger they ſtole from liam Marſton, 
and promited to pay him the reſt in Land ſomewhere in the Wilderneſs, 
-. -And afterwards came again and took away that Ginger, and a Frying-pan beſides, - 
Fofiah Cockshall ot Rhoad Iſland, for going into Plymouth Juriſdiction to viſit ſome 
Frends,. had his Horſe took from him, worth 23 1: | | 
Mary Dyar was put to death, for ſpeaking to the Rulers of Boſton to repeal their un- 
nightetius Laws- 6 v0 
. | | BARBADO'S. 
- About Sixry were Imprifoned, and ſome Impriſoned in Cyrizav, and baniſhed into the 
Woods, among the Wild Beafts, to be devoured : but the Lord preſerved them. 
eq " MARY--L AND. 
- Twa- hundred ninety nine potnds twelve ſhillings and two pence worth of Goods was 
taken from Friends, for worſhipping of GM,. and Friends were cruelly abuled, and ſome 


whipt beſides. | 
VIRGINI A. | 
One Thomas Owen was Imnprifoned for having a Meeting of Friends in his Houſe, and 
was put in a cloſeplace, and not ſuffered to go forth to eaſe himſelf. 
\ John Cox, a Factor for ſome Mefchants in Briſtol, and a Trader for himſelf, for not put- 
. ning off bus Hat was impriſoned in the ſame place : and in his Mittmu they called him 4 
 Zie Piſſelute Perſon; and the Governour cauſed to be taken from him for the cauſe afore- 
faid, Two thouſand weight of Tobaceo, all that he had both of his own and others ; and 
he, and the aforeſaid Thomas Owen, were kept in ſuch a ſtinking Hole in the Winter ſeaſon, 
and nor faffered rogoforth to eaſe themſelves, and their Friends denyed to 'come at them 
to miniſter to their Neceſſities ; by which Cruelty their bodies were brought ſo low, that 
 ' Fobn Cox was near death, and lay ſpeechlefs for many hours ; and when they thought he 
was paſt recovery, they opened the Door : And this Cruelty they inflied on him, only 
for zot purting off his Hat, as it was expreſt by ſome of them: that perſecuted him. 
And Twelve other Friends were Impriſoned, for meeting together to worſhip God, 
William Colburn, for having a Meeting un his houſe, was fined an hundred pound Sterlixg. 
David Cuffin, for the ſame cauſe, was taken, and four more with him, and ſeverely 
whipt and ſent to Priſon, and fined an hundred pounds. Ry 
' And ſeveral others, that are not here mentiened, have greatly ſuffered in YV;rgin:a for 
the worſhipping of their God, and for ſerving of him in Spirit and Truth, . 
| Theſe 


(9) 
Theſe Friends following were Baniſhed from the Iſland of Nevis, for Keeping 


"their. Confciences voyd of offence towards the Lord, and had no - 
Legall TIryall. 


Mary Fiſher. | Richard Pinder. 
Peter Head. Robert eMalins. 
John Rogs, | | Joſiah Coale, 
William Robtzſon. George Kofe. 
Chriſtopher Holder. Thomas. Clarke. 
Thomas Harris. Jane Gore, | 
Richard Clark, baniſhed from Tuſtiman Holliman, whipt and 
his VVitfe, being an Inha- _ baniſhed. 
bitant there. . | Robert Hodgſon. 


It was their conſtant courſe, that when they heard any Freinds were come to the Iſland, 
to never leave hunting after them till they had fouud them our, and then to banith them off 
the land ,and force the Maſter of the ſhip to carry them from the lard that brought them 
thither ; and moſt of theſe Freindsa fore mentioned, were baniſhed off the azd without 
any legall Triall, Evidence brought againſt them, Crime or breach of Law laid to theis 
charge ,. which might occaſion juſtly their Baniſhment ; and few Freinds were ever 
called before the Governour or Magiſtrates, but being taken by the Marſhall, were forced off 
the and by a verball Order, only from the Governoar, 


Jaſtiman Holl:man, Banithed off from Chriſtophers, 


Therefore in the Love, Patience, Wiſdome and Meekneſs, we would have you to Conſider 
theſe things in Juſtice, true Judgment and Equity ; for our Friends be innocent, nor lifting 
up a hand. againft any one, and own that which 1s juſt , wifich Eftabliſheth- a Kingdome. 
And the Lord Suffered Adam, though he diſobeyed, to have Liberty in the Earth, and Cain, 
and wild /Emael, and Prophane Eſau, whom God hated ; And the true Chriſtians in the 
Primitive times, did not Compell nor force any about Maintenance nor Mimſtry ; for we 
do not read that the Chriſtians did impriſon any for ot Swearing,for not Paying T jthes,or for 
nor going to their Pablick, places of Worſhip. Therefore theſe things came up fince the. 
Apottles dayes, for which they had no Example from them, nor Chriſt ; which Chriſtians 
ſhould be more Moderate then all people upon the Earth, in the gentle and peaceable ' 
Wiſdome, that is pure from above : but the Juſt allwayes ſuffered, and the S»fferiags of the 
Fu#t is by them that live not in the Power of God ; Therefore with the witneſs of God, 
Conſider theſe things ; And if there be not_liberty for Husband-men and Tradeſinen, ir 
will be the'Cauſe of ruining many Families, and will not be for Gods Honour, nor your 
profit , to .hinder people from going about their Layful occaſions, and from Meeting to- 
gether ts Worthip God. | | | 

And we being Peaceable, and ſeeking the peace of all men, and not lifting up a Hand 
againſt any one, to the revenging of our ſelves, though we have Suffered ; therefore it is bur 
reaſonable-thac we ſhould have Ozr Meetings, and it is not againlt the Apoſtles Dottie, 
nor Chriſts, for Chriſtians'ro meet together to Edifie one anther, and Build up one another inthe 
holy Faith; avd to Exhort one another daily, and not ts forſakg the Aſſembling together oze with 
another : This was the Command and Example of the Apoſtles, who met together from houſe 
to houſe ; and*Chriſt,who mer oz Hills, Monntarnes, and in the wilderneſs, and houſes and 
Inns : And the Apoltle Pard was Suffered to meet at Reme, where the -Seat of the Emperour 
was'; and the Prophet ſaid, -T hey that feared the Lord met often together, whom the Lord 
heard, whith were as bis Fewels ; Therefore Chriſtians ſhould not be ftraitned from the 
Practice of the Apoſtles'3: for, if there was more Love among Chriſtians, where there is a 
+ £reat deal of Profeſſion, there would be more Edificatiou ; And not to be againſt ſuch as do 
Edifie one anether according to the Practice of thz Apoltles : for Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
Meetings, were lookt upon to be Seditrous and tzmultuous 25 ours are, but our Innocency and 
theirs harh and doth manifeſt it ſelf ; And this we defire, that: you all had the mind of 
Mofes,” who ſaid, would all the Lords people were 4 nl - forthere was ſome in Moſes _—_ 

eo h that 
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that would have limitted the Spirit : and Chriſt ſaid to the Jewes, '7s it not Written, you ſhal 
all be taught of the Lord, * And as Concerning Swearing, Chrilt hath Commanded xt to 
Swear at all: And the Apoſtle James ſaid, My Brethren, above all things Smear not at all; but 
12 all your Communications, let your yea be yea, and nay nay: this is Chritts Do&rine, and the 
Apoliles, who ſayes, Swear zot at all, leaſt you fall into Condemnation, Now theſe are the true 
Chriſtians who obey Chriſt and the Apoſtles Dodtrine ; of whoſe DoRrine and Com- 
. mands we are tender, and cannot Swear leaſt we Commit fin and evill, and fall into Con- 
demnation : Chritt and the Apoſtles. hath commanded us in all: our Communication to 
keep to yea and zay ; Andnow, if our yea, be not yea, and zay ray, in all things, to you 
 andall Magiſtrates, and all peopte, then ler us Suffer if we break that, as them that break 
their Oaths. | And let all the Priſon Doors be Ser Oper: for the Innocent Men and 
Women, that many that have long lain in Priſon in Straw and Holes,and wanted Food, and 
where many have dyed ; and this is that, we would not have their Innocent Blood broughs 
upon you. | | 

Tn let Armed men with naked Swords and Piſtols be ſtopr, who comes among naked 
Men, and Women, and Children, that be innocent, when they are met together to wait 
upon the Lord; which is a thing below the very Humanity of Men, and contrary to the 
Kings Proclamation, Which ſaith, Soxldzers ſhould not come into any houſe withont a Cruil Offi 
cer, and a VVarrant, | | 
And all theſe Aft; ions and Sufferings upon reader Conſciexces in matters of Relt g108, ate 
contrary to the K:ngs Declaration at Breda, and his Speeches and Pramuſes ſince. 


And Friends, It's a diſhonour, and not an honour to Chrittian Religion, that Boyes, 
' Gizls, Fellows, and People, and Armed-men with Swords and Piſtols, ſhould fttike, 
beat, cut, and throw ſtones and dirt ; and ſhout, and. raiſe Heaps. and Tumults, againſt an ' 
Innocent People that lifts up a hand againſt no man , that ſeeks the Righteouſnets, and 
Good, and Peace of all People: And tor Miniſters and Teackers to have theix People to 
do ſo, is not of good report, but a reproach, and doth not grace. a Magiſtrate, which is to 
keep Peace, and to lay the ju Law upon Tranſgreſſers and Offenders, and to diſtinguiſh 
betwixtthe Peaceable and the T umultuens, and Offenders, and Tranſgreſſe ors, and ſuch as the 
Law was made for, and it was not made for. E 
And again, All the Chriſtian Magiſtrates and Miniſters. do.kgow that Chiiſt Gith, Let 
the Wheat ard the Tares grow together till the Harvet ; and this :was: Chriſts Do&rine and 
 Commandto his Miniſters : And the Apoſtles, which were Migiſtexs of Chriſt, ſaid; Ther 
weapons were Spiritual, and not Carnal, and they did nat wreſtle with fleſh, aud blood : therefore 
they that wreltle with fleſh and blood, with carnal weapons, Are they the Miniſters of _ 
Chriſt 2 and do theſe follow the Apoſtles Examples 2 Doth not Chriſt rebuke ſuch as take 
the Brethren by the throat, whom he had forgiven in his Parable, and ſaid, how that all 
ſhould forgive one another 2 And doth got Chriſt rebuke them that did not viſit him in 
Priſon ; Therefore what will become of them that caſt him in.Priſon, where he is manifeſt 2 
Therefore we would have you in. the Wiſdom of God to conſider theſe things, and in the 
feeling of Gods Spirit; for every one mult give an account at the day of Judgment to God 
for every idle word, and all things doye in the body. And doth not Chiiſt rebuke his Miniſters, 
and his Diſciples, who would have had fire come down from Heaven to conſume them, as 
the Prophet did, that were contrary-minded to them, and told them that he came to ſave 
.mens lives, and not to deſtroy them : Therefore mind him, his Do&trine and PraRice, and 
let him be your Example in all things, by whom Grace came ; but the Law came by Moſes 
(which Chriſt ended) which put-men.to death abqut Religion : And this 3s my beloved Son, 
Hear ye Him, ſaith God, who is the Prophet rajſed-like-unto Moſes ;., whom we do hear, and 


. 


_ have done theſe many years, who is our Way, Truth and Life. 


And Friends, if you will not ſet our Friends at Liberty, whichlye in Holes and Dunge- - 
ons, and ſome, without Straw, and ſome hardly have Air, and.many can hardly get Meat, 
and many have died through the Cruel Sufferings, and Abuſes,off the Goalers and others ; 
we offer unto you of our ſelves that be out of Priſon, as many as.lye 1n Priſon, to go into. 
their Holes, Dungeons, ſtinking Vaults and Places,where ſame of oux-Frends have lain, two, 
. three, and ſome tour or five years, That they may go, out of Priſen, and not dye there, as 

many have done, whoſe innocent blood we leave to the Loxd:: And this.is but TN | in 

| ove - 


( 1x ) | 
love to God and our Brethren, and.to fuch as do perſecute and affli us, to ſtop innocent 
Blood from caming upon You and the People : And this is in Love to your Souls, from 
the People of God called QUAKERS, 


VVe ſubſcribe in behalf of our ſelves and the reſt of our Brethren. 


Thomas Coveney., Edward Brooke. 
Ger. Roberts. Gilbert Laty. 
Eaward Bruſs. Humphrey Bache. 
_ Char. Collins. Elts Hooks. 
William Gafnel. John Lawrence. 
Richard Pinder. John Rous. 


VVe are ſuch as dofeax the God of Heaven, and delight to ſerve him with all the 
heart ; and we worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, and do walkin his Light and VVay, and 
are followers of Chriſt Jeſus, and are taught by his Spirit ſo far, as he hath bleſſed us with 
the gifts of Grace and Knowledge ; And we defire to be found ſuch as may ſerve the Lord 
God in uprightneſs of our hearts all our dayes, keeping a good Conſcience towards God 
and all men, That we may be to him a:Peaple, and he our God'; and that we may poſſeſs 
and inherit Eternal Life with the Father, when this V Vorld ſhall be no more, 

And we have alwayes been a ſuffering People, under every Authority that hath been over 
us fince we were a People ; and the Rulers of theſe Kingdoms have perſecuted us,by cruel 
and hard Impriſonments, Scourgings, falſe Judgments, and much evil dealing exerciſed 
towards us ; And all this for and becauſe only of our Religion and good Conſcience ſake 
to God-wards, and not for any Rebellion, Sedition, or wrong doing towards them, or our 
Neighbours ; for it hath been our only care, how to walk juſtly and innocently in the fight 
of God towards Rulers and People, and have been peaceable towards all ; And herein we - 
have deſired to approve our hearts in much Integrity and Sincerity, that we might be found 
blameleſs before the Lord, as himſelf doth bear us witneſs. | 

And we are at this very day the ſame towards you, »nocent and peaceable, and clear from 
| all Rebellion, Plots, or Aftions and Intentions of Exil ; we deſire not your hart, but your 
good, even that ye may walk in the YVay of Peace, and your ſouls may live and zot periſh ; 
and that ye may fear the God of Heaven, and may walk in his V Viſdom and Counſel and 
not be deſtroyed: And ſuch is our Innocency of heart towards you, that we can ſay; 
VVho is the man that can truly accuſe and dete& us of the contrary ? for ſuch hath been 
our peaceable deportment ever fince the King's arrival, that no guilt of Rebellion in 
action or intention is found With us ; But we are clear of all theſe things, however other- 
wiſe falily ſuſpefted or judged; And we defire nothing of you, but that we may live a 
quzet and peaceable life tn all Godlineſs and Honeſty,under the King ; and that we may be per- 
mitted to ſerve the Loxd our God, and worſhip him in the true exerciſe of a pure Conſci- 
ence, according to the teachings of his own Spirit in the matters of Faith and VVorſhip, 
and Duty towards him. This we only defire, That we may ſerve the Lord, and render all 
due Qbedience to them that have Rule over us, 

And ſeeing ye have now our Caſe before you, IF yet it be in your hearts and purpoſes, to 
afflict us yet more, and to ena&t againſt us to our Impriſonment, Baniſhment, or whatſo- 
ever, for and becauſe of our Religion and good Conſcience, we are reſolved in the Lord 
In much patience to bear it, and ot rexdring evi = evil, but innocently to ſubmit to what- 

ſoever the Lord ſuffers to be done unto us ; And we hall leave it to the Juſt God of Hea- 

ven to plead our Cauſe, and to determine the Controverſie between Yox and #s in his day ; 

VVe ſay, if you yet cauſe us to ſuffer _ things than theſe, it is as we are (' —_— 
S* an 
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and Strvents of Chriſt,” for we are Innocent towards you ; and we are perſwaded in the- 
Lord to be faithful, and never to renounce our good Conſciences, nor. to. deny (briſt before 
-en, but to confeſs him, and profeſſe hims, and follow him in the ſight of all men, notwithſtand- 

ing whatſoever Sufferings may come vpon us for the ſame ; and if we Peridh in this World 
| for ſodoing, our Blood will be upon our Perfecutors, and we ſhall have Peace withthe 
Lord our God ; even while the Gai/t of our Deſtruion reſteth with ſuch as ſeek our 
hurt. And therefore our defire is, That ye would truly weigh and confider theſe things 
in the Fear and VViſdom of God, and how dangerous a thing it is, both to Us and Your 
ſelves, to enact the Bamſhment of ſo many thouſands of Perions and Families, upon the 
account. of difference in Religion - Oh! do not pu us upon ſuch a ſad Extremity, by 
- making ſuch a Law, by which we are concluded, either to d:ſobey Chrift Feſus and his Law, 
and ſo to deny Chriſt, and renounce our good Conſcienices, and ſo to expoſe us to the 
VVrath and Anger of God perpetually ; or to break, your Law, and diſebey your Autho- 
rity, and-ſo to expoſe us to utter 7#e in this V Vorld. / 

Conſider of this, and let the Lay of God teach you, To do to others a5 you would be 

. done unte in the like caſe. 


THE END. 


